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Call to Worship Suggestions
1.  Psalm 133 (NIV)

 
How good and pleasant it is
 when God’s people live together in unity! 
It is like precious oil poured on the head,
 running down on the beard,
running down on Aaron’s beard,
 down on the collar of his robe.
It is as if the dew of Hermon
 were falling on Mount Zion.
For there the LORD bestows his blessing,
 even life for evermore.
 
Let us worship our God together, knowing that we are one with our brothers and 
sisters throughout the CBOQ because of the love, forgiveness and reconciliation 
brough to us by Jesus Christ.

2.  1 Corinthians 12: 12, 24b-27 (NIV)
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so 
it is with Christ.

But God has put the body together, giving greater honour to the parts that lacked it, 
so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honoured, every part rejoices with it.
 
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
 
We are part of a large body, formed of 330 churches, worshipping in 20+ languages, 
under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Let us rejoice, let us celebrate, let us worship 
knowing that we are one!

3.  Psalm 95:6-7 (NIV)
Come, let us bow down in worship,
 let us kneel before the LORD our Maker;
for he is our God
 and we are the people of his pasture,
 the flock under his care.
 
Let us worship our God who through Christ has brought us all together, whether we 
worship here in person, virtually, whether we belong to another church family, we are 
under the care of our great Shepherd Jesus Christ. Let us rejoice!
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4.  Responsive Call to Worship 

Leader: Arise! Shine! Christ’s Church has assembled. 

People: We are one body, with Christ as our head. 

Leader: What kind of body is this? 

People: The Body of Christ, brought together not by human flesh, but by the
sovereign Lord. 

Leader: And who does he call us to be? 
 
People: A people who look not to their own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Those who proclaim the goodness of their Lord. 

Leader: Come, let us worship as one united body.

(Written by Stuart Strachan Jr.)



5

1.  Almighty God, you are the One who give breath to all that lives,
Look upon your planet Earth divided.
Help us to know that we are all your children,
That all nations belong to one great family,
But only through Christ can we be led to you.
 
Multiply our prayers in every land
Until the whole Earth becomes your congregation,
United in your love.
Sustain our vision of a peaceful future
And give us strength to work unceasingly
To make that vision real. 

(Written by Helen Weaver) 
 

Opening Prayer Suggestions

2.  Loving God, we come praising you for being a solid rock on which we can    
 stand. You are our creator and know all things. You have called your church    
 to be one, that through our different gifts and backgrounds, we would be one.

 
As we worship you today, we seek to proclaim our unity as your people. We   
come fromdifferent background, we have different gifts, we sometimes see   
things differently, yet we are one because of your Son, our Saviour Jesus.

We pray for your Holy Spirit to move among us today, so that our eyes and   
our hearts would be focus on you and not our difference, that through our   
worship we may sense you are gathering us to have one voice to praise you   
and proclaim your Good News, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

3.  Eternal and all loving God, it is with joy that we gather to worship today.    
 You have given us in newness of life so that with one accord we would glorify you.  
 Thank You that we have been raised into newness of life in Christ and have become   
 one with Him and through Him, members of His Body, which is the Church.

 As we worship you, set our hearts on things above, that those things which so easily   
 divide will diminish. Give us sight to see things the way you do. Help us all to die   
 to self and to the things of this world that we may glorify you. May the songs we   
 sing, the words we read and listen to bring us closer to you and each other. In   
 Christ, our Lord and Saviour we pray. Amen.
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4.  We are your body, O Lord, and we come rejoicing and praising your Holy name.   
 You have created as we are, but desiring that we become your  children, living   
 to glorify you. Renew us through your word, inspire us through your songs,
 strengthen us through your teaching.

 May our worship guide us as we seek to be more and more like our Saviour Jesus   
 Christ, clothed with His tender-heartedness, mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness,   
 and patience.

 And in all we do, especially today, empower us to keep the unity of the Spirit    
 through the bond of peace, that our lives be a living example of Christ Jesus our   
 Lord, Who lives in each one of us, and in Whose name we pray. 
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Prayer of Confession + Hope

Prayer of Confession
 
“Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God for he is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.” 
(Joel 2:13) 

Lord Jesus, We love and adore you.
As a hen gathers her chicks, Gather us in your Presence
Rend our hearts Lord and not simply our outward selves. (Joel 2:13)
We acknowledge the ways in which we have broken fellowship with you.
Dismissed, ignored, and forgotten you in our lives.
We acknowledge the ways in which we have contributed to the broken relationships in our 
churches and in our communities with our indifference, ignorance, and self-centeredness.

Lord forgive us for how we have…
Contributed to racism and systemic racism
Contributed to the violence upon Black and Indigenous communities
Contributed to misogyny and patriarchy
Contributed to theological snobbery and self-righteousness
Lord forgive our sins against our brothers and sisters and change our hearts Lord toward 
love and equality.

Prayer of Hope 

Lord Jesus, we long for you to come and work in us. Heal our broken relationships. Help 
us in our disunity to find you again. Help us to take responsibility for our part in broken 
relationships. Lead us in peace and harmony with our brothers and sisters. Lead us in 
manifesting your kingdom here on earth. May your presence be made known throughout. 
Lord have your way with us and have mercy and grace upon as we seek your favor. In 
Christ’s name, we pray, Amen.
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Offertory Sentences and Prayer Suggestions

1.  Matthew 25 :40 records Jesus saying, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
 the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Jesus calls us to be   
 hospitable and generous. Our tithes and offering are part of that generosity and
 hospitality. May we give to God with a cheerful heart, for His glory and the honour
 of our Christian family.

Eternal and ever merciful God, you are a generous God. Thank you for your creation 
and all the blessings you provide for us every day, every moment. Your love knows no 
end, proving your generosity to us.

We offer you the fruit of our labours past and present, to bring you glory, knowing 
that what we return to you will be used to provide for our church family and beyond. 
Fill us with your peace and continue to surround us with your love that we may be 
agents of your grace through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

2.  “Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  
 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts.”
 (Psalm 96:7-8) 

All knowing and all powerful God, we praise you for being our strength and our 
song. You fill our hearts with joy because of your love. We bring to you our tithes 
and offering with grateful hearts, acknowledging that everything we have is really 
from you. We simply are giving you back some of your abundant gifts to us. Bless 
these tithes and offerings that through them your majesty may be seen and declared. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

3.  A generous person will be enriched, and one who gives water will get water.”  
 (Proverbs 11:25) 

 Our father in heaven, you satisfy our every need in ways that we often do not even   
 realise or notice. Thank you for being such a good provider.

 Your word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our    
 endeavours. We offer you our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you    
 Multiply what we give to grow your Kingdom here on earth. Let your Holy Spirit   
 dwell in our hearts that being rooted and grounded in love, we have the strength   
 to know and share the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. It is through Him  
 that we pray, Amen.

Offertory Sentences + Prayer



9

4.  Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit   
 of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for   
 such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)

 God of heaven and earth, you bless us in so many ways. One of them is to worship   
 you openly and freely. We worship you through singing songs and hymns. We   
 worship you through our prayers and praise. We worship you as we do the work   
 of our hands with all our hearts, seeking to bring you glory. We worship you when   
 we are your hands and feet to others in need. So it is that we worship you now   
 through our tithes and offerings, with gladness and adoration. To you be all the   
 glory and honour, now and for ever. Amen. 
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OptiOn 1

Revelation 7: 9-17 (NIV)

After this I looked, and there before me 
was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb. They were wearing white 
robes and were holding palm branches in 
their hands. And they cried out in a loud 
voice:

‘Salvation belongs to our God, 
who sits on the throne,  
and to the Lamb.’
 
All the angels were standing round the 
throne and round the elders and the four 
living creatures. They fell down on their 
faces before the throne and worshipped 
God, saying:
 
‘Amen!  
Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks  
and honour  
and power and strength  
be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!’

 
 
 
Then one of the elders asked me, ‘These 
in white robes – who are they, and where 
did they come from?’ I answered, ‘Sir, you 
know.’ And he said, ‘These are they who 
have come out of the great tribulation; they 
have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore,
 
‘they are before the throne of God  
and serve him day and night in his temple;  
and he who sits on the throne will shelter 
them with his presence.  
“Never again will they hunger;  
never again will they thirst.  
The sun will not beat down on them,”  
nor any scorching heat. 
For the Lamb at the centre of the throne  
will be their shepherd;  
“he will lead them to springs of living 
water.”  
“And God will wipe away every tear from  
their eyes.”’

(Should you wish to add an Old Testament 
lesson, you may consider, Isaiah 49:8–12 or 
Genesis 11:1–9 and bring in the connection 
that God did create different people of 
different languages on purpose.)

Scripture Passage and  
Sermon Outline Suggestions



11

Sermon Note Suggestion

Synopsis: If God welcomes diversity in heaven, as indicated in this passage, then can it be 
that He created us to be a people who are diverse on purpose? If this is the case, then what 
does this say about how we look at people who are different from us? How can we adjust our 
thinking, our talking, and our actions to reveal God’s kingdom to the community in which 
we live and worship?

Introduction 

When we pray the Lord’s prayer, we ask that God’s will be done on earth as in heaven. 
What do you imagine heaven looking like?

Main Points

a.  Read or reread the passage.
 Did you notice who was present, praising God? 

b.  If God welcomes the multitude in His presence, how does that speak to our own 
 posture?

 May wish to elaborate on how we tend to treat those who are different from us. 
 Perhaps emphasize Indigenous people of Canada, South and East Asians, those of 
 African Descent, people of Muslim faith.

c.  Do we see others the way God sees them? 
 How should we see them?

d.  Tie in Revelation 14: 6-7 (NIV) 
 
 Then I saw another angel flying in mid-air, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim   
 to those who live on the earth – to every nation, tribe, language and people. He said   
 in a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has 
 come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.’

e.  How will people of all nations, languages, tribes, and people hear the gospel when we  
 treat them as inferior, less important, less worthy than we are? 

f.  What are ways we can let God transform our minds to approach all nations the way   
 God approaches them, with love and generosity. (His invitation to join the table of   
 God’s generous banquet holds for them too!)

a. What in our thinking hinders us from being hospitable and generous    
to those who are not like us?

b. What in our languages limits our ability for other nations etc to see and hear 
the Good News we wish to share with them?

c. What behaviours do we exhibit that gives a message we may not intend to give?
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Conclude 

God invites everyone to His kingdom, regardless of what we think of them. This does 
not mean that all people will accept, but the picture of heaven given to us by John in 
revelation is one where people from all nations and tribes will be present.

When we pray the Lord’s prayer, aren’t we then asking that God allow this to happen here 
and now, and therefore, isn’t God asking us to join Him in making it happen?

We must seek, believe, and work towards God changing our thinking, speaking and 
behaving in ways that bring Him glory and allow His kingdom to be seen here on earth.
End with prayer of repentance and hope.



13

OptiOn 2

John 17 (NIV)

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you 
granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 
given him. 3Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. 4I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me 
to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the 
world began.

6“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you 
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7Now they know that everything you have 
given me comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. 
They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9I pray 
for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 
10All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I 
will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they 
may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by 
that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that 
Scripture would be fulfilled.

13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they 
may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the 
world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My 
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your 
word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them 
I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May 
they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them 
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in 
me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent 
me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, 
the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that 
you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known 
in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
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Sermon Note Suggestion

Synopsis: Jesus’s high priestly prayer reveals His desire for the church and for the world. 
Jesus’s desire is that the church family may “be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am 
in you.” The relationships in the family of God are to be a mirror image of who God is. Our 
God is a triune God who is in complete unity. Disunity is a sin. The work of God is to bring 
us into unity with each other. This unity shows the world who God is.

The sermon outline included here is available to you as a resource. There is no pressure to copy or 
conform. Pray as God is leading you to speak about unity within the church. Listen for how the 
Lord is leading your congregation in this area and invite your people into prayer for unity as well.

Reflect upon the following questions:
a. In what ways, have we expressed disunity as the body of Christ in the world… where 

can we lament this disunity?
b. How can we pray for unity along with Jesus and His high priestly prayer? 

Introduction 

Christianity is one religion. The church has undergone a few major splits and many 
separations since the Reformation. According to Association of Religion Data Archives 
(ARDA), there are over 35,000 different denominations. There is great disunity and 
division in the Protestant church today. What is Jesus’s desire for the church? How can we 
participate in it?

Main Points

1. Jesus’s desire for the family of God.
a. Jesus’s desire is that we would know him. Eternal life comes from knowing Jesus 

Christ (17:3).
b. Jesus’s desire is for unity of his family.

i. Sin separates us from knowing Jesus and people. Racial individualism keeps 
us in private spirituality and being strangers in the pew. Disunity is a sin. 
(Psalm 133) Disunity makes enemies of brothers and sisters rather than lovers 
and learners.  
Examples of disunity: theological, politics, segregation, comparison, etc. 

2. Only Jesus could reunite people. He was sent into the world to reunite us with God 
and His people. His desire is that we would experience Union with Christ. Union 
with Christ is also union with the Triune God. (17:21)

a. Union with Christ is different with union with an idea of Christ, union with 
Christ is always union in a person and in a personal relationship. Pride comes 
from knowing about God; humility comes from knowing Jesus Christ. 
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3. When God’s people experience union with Christ, we experience the glory of 
God. This experience is communal in nature. Our unity as the family of God is a 
demonstration of the glory of God to the world. It is inherently missional (17:23)

a. We are invited to participate in Christian unity
i. Effort – Eph. 4:3, “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 

through the bond of peace.”
ii. Prayer – Appropriate to lead your people in a time of prayer

Reflection Questions for Leadership gathering, Bible Study  
or Sunday School Class 

a. Where do you need mending in your relationships?
b. Where does your church community need mending?
c. How can your church begin a process of mending and healing through union  

with Christ?
d. Write out a prayer for mending for yourself and your CBOQ church.
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Capture the Moment of Mending

We all know that a picture is ‘worth a thousand words’ it is also a way to capture, remember 
and mark an important moment. 

We invite you now to write out the word ‘Mend’ on a large piece of paper or card and ask 
a member of the congregation to hold it. Then direct the rest of the congregation to gather 
around the person holding the word ‘Mend’ as the leader of the service takes a selfie of the 
congregation. 

The leader may say as the picture is being taken: ‘We gather around the word “mend” 
today as a sign of our intention as a church to join Christ in his work of mending hearts 
and lives.’ 

After the service this photo can be shared with your congregation, and we would also love to 
receive your photo too at CBOQ. Please email your picture to: Cgouveia@baptist.ca
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Benedictions

BENEDICTION I
 
May the wounded Christ walk with you to serve the broken.
May Jesus the Suffering Servant use your hands in service today.
May the compassion of Christ open your heart to your community.
May you see the face of Christ in all you meet,
And may everyone you meet see the face of Christ in you.
Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION II
 
May God our creator, renew us.
May Jesus the Christ, heal us by his grace.
May the Holy Spirit, revive our courage to bear the good news.
Till all the world shall see the light of Christ and arise to praise His holy name.
Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION III
 
Go into the world with love.
Go into the world with peace.
Go into the world with joy.
God will be with you.
Christ will be in you.
The Holy Spirit upon you.
Now and always.
Amen.


