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MISSION
VISION +

A family of churches,  
transformed by Christ,  
revealing God’s kingdom.

CBOQ exists to equip 
churches and leaders  
as they engage in their 
mission from God in  
their community.
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DEAR CBOQ FAMILY,
Take a deep breath.

DEAR CBOQ FAMILY,
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DEAR CBOQ FAMILY,DEAR CBOQ FAMILY,

2020 was a hard year—a year where many   
 have struggled to breathe, in homes and 

hospitals around the world. Many of us have experienced 
anxiety over health, lost income and lost fellowship. It has 
been a year full of sorrow and isolation. At CBOQ, we’ve had 
additional challenges as we’ve faced contentious conversations, 
and struggled to find unity in a season of polarization. In the 
words of Pastor Lola Mather-Dyer, “We have certainly felt our 
dependence on God this past year.” 
 
Yet, despite all these difficulties, it has also been a year where 
we’ve had much to be grateful for. There have been moments 
of joy and contemplation. There have been opportunities for 
ministry to explode beyond the walls of our church buildings, 
and moments that have shown the deep kindness of so 
many of our members as they have found ways to love their 
communities. There has been a flood of new believers and 
baptisms as people run toward Jesus. Never before have we 
relied so much on the words from Deuteronomy 31:8—“The 
Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will 
never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged.” 
  
Thanks be to God for his presence with us, for his Spirit 
breathing new life in us and guiding us through our fear and 
discouragement. The hope we felt at CBOQ as we observed 
church after church adapt to the COVID reality helped to 
restore and inspire our weary souls. The faithfulness of our 
Board members encouraged us as they met many more times 
than usual in online meetings, responding to the needs of our 
family of churches. We are grateful for their commitment 
and care, particularly for Steve Barker, our past President, 
who graciously served an extended term in one of the most 
challenging years in our history.

Be assured of God’s goodness in what follows here. Things 
may look bleak at times, but God will provide for our CBOQ 
family of churches. Our Father, who cares for us, will continue 
to reveal ways forward for us together. All of us at CBOQ 
are grateful for your partnership as we carry on with you, our 
member churches, our partners in ministry and our Kingdom 
agents of hope, love, peace and joy.

We hope you’ll find affirmation here as you see your part 
in the story of CBOQ in 2020. We count it a privilege and 
joy to journey in ministry and mission throughout Ontario 
and Quebec and believe that the years ahead are full of more 
opportunity and hope for the sake of the Gospel.  
 
Join us on this journey of looking back, and pray with us on 
the mission to move forward, under the banner of Christ to 
the praise of his glory. 
  
Thank you for your part in seeing to it that church leaders 
are equipped and encouraged to carry on in each CBOQ 
community. 
 
May you experience the life-giving breath of God in your life 
and church this year, 
  
Rob Denhoed, CBOQ President 
Tim McCoy, CBOQ Executive Minister 



BY T H E  N U M B E R S
2 0 2 0

New churches  
welcomed to the 
CBOQ family

4

Pastors 
ordained

21

Refugees  
sponsored 
through 12 
churches

42

Participants in the 
Race & Diversity 
Conversations

99

Youth and  
youth workers  
at Avalanche  
and Blizzard

1035

Readers of our online  
“The Canadian Baptist”

1500+

Hours of coaching and 
consulting with pastors  

and church boards

250+

Church Plants  
supported

14

Accredited ministry  
leaders supported

600

In continued Ministry 
and Mission grants

$350,000
Nearly
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21

1035

Churches received  
a Communications  

Enhancement Grant

46

Virtual learning 
experiences hosted  
with 800+ participants

26
Increase in churches 

represented at CBOQ 
Assembly 2020

14%

sq. ft. expansion underway 
at Camp Kwasind

6200
Online  

Camp Kwasind  
campfires  

for campers

6

Facebook views for  
Kwasind Summer Fun 
Virtual Camps

18,000

hours coaching 
& mentoring 
leaders and 

churches by 
CBOQ Youth

55
Churches growing and 
engaged in online Children’s 
Ministry training 

23

total hours  
of investment  
into churches’  

Next Gen. Ministry

280
Provided in Benefit  
Program Subsidies

$129,000
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R E S O U R C E D  C H U R C H E S 
H OW C B O Q

T         hrough building closures, cancellations and the challenges of 
serving vulnerable people safely, all our churches have faced new trials. 

Just as churches had to adapt, so did CBOQ. How can we best provide 
resources to churches in a season of sudden change? How can we equip 
churches and leaders online? As we all moved our offices home and adapted 
to virtual work, CBOQ found new ways to provide resources for churches 
to help them nimbly adapt to change.

When the provinces first shut down, regulations and recommendations 
were still developing and rules and recommendations were often unclear 

and regionally varied. To equip you, we dedicated staff toward helping churches 
pivot their ministry. We launched the COVID-19 page (baptist.ca/covid-19), 
where we’ve continued to keep you up to date with government information 
and support opportunities. We’ve hosted many virtual learning experiences 
where leaders navigated COVID realities and reached out to nearly all our 
churches. We’ve shared “Quarantips” for ministry, and “Stories from your 
Family,” about how you’ve adapted over the past year and found creative ways 
to be the Church outside of your buildings. We’ve created resources for you 
to help you build your church’s capacity for ministry and guided you through 
funding opportunities that your church can access to keep you going when 
finances are strained. Our monthly eNews issues have been full of the God-
breathed ministry that you have been sharing, with even more stories of people 
navigating new life in Christ, COVID-era baptisms and drive-in services—all 
evidence of the perseverance of the family of God through adversity. 

In addition to our COVID page, we’ve resourced your churches through our 
first annual Fall Ministry Package, where we’ve shared new and relevant CBOQ 
resources and events to help your ministries grow and thrive in some of the 
hardest soil. We look forward to finding more ways to help your church as you 
continue or launch new initiatives in 2021.

D E C I P H E R I N G  
T H E  PA N D E M I C
D E C I P H E R I N G 
T H E  PA N D E M I C
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In our last gasp of freedom before the lockdowns began, CBOQ hosted nearly 1000 
 youth at Blizzard and Avalanche 2020. As always, we were excited to provide this immersive 

discipleship experience for youth, allowing them to meet other young Canadian Baptists, 
to get to know their leaders better and—most importantly—grow in their relationship with 
Jesus. What makes this past year’s event so much more meaningful is that it was the last large 
in-person event most of those young people attended in over a year, given that church closures 
and event cancellations commenced shortly afterward in March.

Jarryd got saved [at Blizzard]. 

Everyone else, though Christians, 

also realized through tears that 

they have filters due to past 

brokenness. Even I, as a youth 

leader, was convicted that I judge 

too quickly without hearing the 

youth’s back story.”

– Albert Villaruz  
Inniswood Baptist Church

how CBOQ  resourced churches

CA R I N G  F O R  T H E  
N E X T G E N E R AT I O N
CA R I N G  F O R  T H E  
N E X T G E N E R AT I O N

““

““

““

[The youth] asked some deep 

questions about their homes, 

parents, bad experiences, how 

to cope in bad situations, how to 

find forgiveness and believe they 

are forgiven.”

– Brenda Filyer  
Bothwell Baptist Church

The best feedback I received 

was that one student, took 

an opportunity to share his 

testimony, take communion and 

re-give his life to Jesus.”

 – Lucas Jervis  
Avenue Road Baptist Church, Cambridge

S T U D E N T S  AT 
B L I Z Z A R D  A N D 

AVA L A N C H E  2 0 2 0

1000+1000+
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how CBOQ  resourced churches

As  summer rolled around, nowhere were the changes 
    more evident than at Camp Kwasind. For many kids and 

Kwasind staff, camp cancellations were heartbreaking. While 
there’s no way to fully replace the experience of summer camp 
for kids virtually, Camp Kwasind’s staff remained dedicated to 
connecting with young people and providing online discipleship 
and connection experiences. Through Kwasind Summer Fun 
videos, online activities, and a lively Facebook presence, Kwasind’s 
staff continued to provide kids with a camp experience, ensuring 
that campers felt included and valued. With campers off-site, 
development started on the Kwasind Centre, an expansion to the 
current dining facilities and staff areas. We’re excited for how the 
centre will expand our capacity to share Jesus with kids in God’s 
beautiful creation, and anticipate the centre’s completion in time 
for camp in 2021. 

For kids’ ministries in churches, CBOQ Children and Family 
provided online ministry tools like Reel Family Time, providing 
guidance for parents on how to watch movies with kids and create 
meaningful dialogue. Take Out Church was also amended to 
serve a physically distanced reality and an online learning group 
was established to help pastors equip parents who are also facing 
difficulties. We are especially grateful to MJ Clarry, whose work 
provided much of our social media content structured around the 
development of digital discipleship.

12



Like our member churches and other non-profit organizations, 
    the pandemic has affected donations to CBOQ. As of November 

30, 2020, non-designated donations (church contributions represent 
96%) were -33% vs. Year-to-Date (YTD) budget. Even though we 
qualified for the Canadian Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS), overall 
revenue was -38% vs. the YTD budget. Despite this time of financial 
uncertainty, we felt called to increase our help and support to member 
churches in addressing their new COVID-19 realities. Some of these 
supports include:

 Additional grant funding for ministries 

 
 Benefit program subsidies

 
 Treasurer’s workshop for churches to navigate and  

 access the Canadian government pandemic

 subsidies available on our website’s “resourcing 

 churches” section

 Lowering church mortgage rates and providing 

 deferments when necessary 

We are so thankful for your continued support and contributions 
 that allow us to serve you in fulfilling our mission to equip our 

churches and leaders to engage with their mission from God in their 
community. We cannot do this without you. Many of you have generously 
given the recommended range of 2-5% of your receipted donations to CBOQ. 
Your contributions are given back to our family of churches through programs, 
grants, mortgages and support to our Canadian Baptist partners.
 
May we continue to taste and share God’s goodness and faithfulness in 2021. 
It is a privilege and blessing to serve you and see how God is working through 
you to build the kingdom.

P R OV I D I N G  F O R  YO U ,  
O U R  FA M I LY O F  C H U R C H E S
P R OV I D I N G  F O R  YO U , 
O U R  FA M I LY O F  C H U R C H E S
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Perhaps the most significant pivot that churches have had to 
make this year was in moving services online. For many of our 

churches, this was made more complex by not having all the equipment 
and connectivity in place for a smooth transition. On top of improving 
our existing grants application process, and switching to an online 
format, we also consulted with you, our churches, to find out how we 
can support you.  
 
In response to your feedback, CBOQ introduced the Communications 
Enhancement Grant—emergency grant funding to help churches get 
their services online. Nearly 50 churches received funding which has 
extended the borders of ministry potential for each church. Some of our 
churches have welcomed new attendees, allowing even small churches in 
Ontario and Quebec to share the Gospel with people from around the 
world! 
 
The obstacles in this season are great; the opportunities are greater still. 
We are excited to see how God will continue to use this family to share 
the Good News. 

how CBOQ  resourced churches

H E L P I N G  C H U R C H E S 
C O N N E C T W I T H 
C O N G R E GAT I O N S

H E L P I N G  C H U R C H E S 
C O N N E C T W I T H 
C O N G R E GAT I O N S

C H U R C H E S 
R E C E I V E D  A 

C O M M U N I CAT I O N S 
E N H A N C E M E N T 

G R A N T

4646
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We would like to thank the CBOQ Grant 

Committee and you for this great news.  

[We] faced many challenges this year, and 

thanks to God we continue to overcome 

them. As requested, in the new year, we will 

share how this grant helped [us] achieve 

many “firsts” (i.e. web conferencing, 

electronic bulletins, virtual congregational 

meetings, etc.) with the technology 

purchased through your generosity.”

 
– Jason Vriends  

Bethany Baptist Church, Nepean

““

Thank you so much for the great news! We 

needed to buy a new computer for the sound 

room as the old one wasn’t up to the task 

of running the in-house presentations and 

handling the camera and zoom all together.  

This will make a big difference in our 

capabilities and the finances are especially 

welcome during this time of increased 

lockdowns!”

– Tim Barry  
Heritage Green Baptist Church, Stoney Creek

““
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COVID-19 has been especially hard on pastors. Leading in a time of 
crisis comes with additional burdens, and the weight of responsibility 

for the spiritual, mental and physical health of one’s congregation can be 
overwhelming. In response, CBOQ has created opportunities for pastors to 
receive the care that they give to others every day.

A s pastors and leaders faced empty sanctuaries, pandemic stresses in 
    their own homes and with their congregants and, in some cases, dealt 

with financial concerns for the futures of their churches, CBOQ focused on 
giving pastors time to breathe, rest and recover. To do this, we created several 
online experiences. 
 
These opportunities helped pastors set aside time to care for their own 
spiritual well-being, to be in a community of colleagues and to discover 
new ways to respond to the challenges and opportunities that the pandemic 
has created. This was especially helpful for pastors who have previously felt 
disconnected because of geography. With online meetings, they were able to 
fully participate from as far away as Kenora or Quebec City. 

CBOQ invested in next generation leaders through our Next Gen 
mentorship opportunities and learning clusters, camp staff gatherings, 
facilitating leaders through the Horizon Children’s Ministry training, a Youth 
Pastor Retreat run by Sam Lee of Spring Garden Church, Toronto, and the 
second cohort of the Youth Ministry Certificate Training Program—all held 
on virtual platforms. Even Leaders-in-Training (LIT) at Camp Kwasind 
continued unabated online, ensuring that our current and future Next Gen 
leaders were prepared for life and ministry beyond 2020.  

C U LT I VAT E D  L E A D E R S
H OW C B O Q

PAS T O R A L  CA R E  F O R 
PAS T O R S  A N D  L E A D E R S
PAS T O R A L  CA R E  F O R 
PAS T O R S  A N D  L E A D E R S

C B O Q 
N OW 

W E B I N A R S

S P I R T UA L 
R E T R E AT S

W E E K LY 
PAS T O R S 

P R AY E R  
T I M E

More Soul Days please!! The Lord used the first one in the 

spring to draw me back to Him......and the one a few weeks 

ago was also a blessing!

– Terry McWhirter  
First Baptist Church, Thornbury

““

C O N VO S  O N 
R AC E  & 

D I V E R S I T Y

S O U L  
DAYS
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Planting new churches has always been the Canadian Baptist way. 
We believe that God works in every community, and every community 

reflects who God is in a unique way. Outshining even our most optimistic 
expectations, our church planters have shown incredible dedication over 
the past year. We consider it a blessing and a privilege to be able to support 
these dedicated leaders.

To better serve our church planters, we have adapted and repositioned our 
support of church planting and, as a result, more church planters are using 
our resources. Even during a lockdown we have had two planters begin to 
develop the shape of what a new church plant will look like. One of these 
new churches will exist only online! 

One of our most exciting developments was our collaboration with The 
Salvation Army’s church planters across Canada. Together with our Baptist 
church planters, the opportunities are a perfect example of what cross-
pollination looks like and an encouragement to connect again as we plant 
churches in Canada.  

Each quarter over the past year, CBOQ hosted Church Planters Gatherings 
where those exploring their call, and those already planting churches, 
could tell their stories, listen to speakers and pray for each other, building 
community and support networks.  

CBOQ also developed three church planting coaches that are 
journeying with our church planters, sharing their wisdom, support and 
experience. In addition to these church plants, we are also journeying with 
another 10 church planters in various stages of development!  

What has been happening with the church plants in our family of churches? 
God is moving among us!

C U LT I VAT I N G  
C H U R C H  P L A N T E R S ; 
P L A N T I N G  N E W C H U R C H E S

C U LT I VAT I N G 
C H U R C H  P L A N T E R S ;  
P L A N T I N G  N E W C H U R C H E S

how CBOQ  cultivated leaders
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C H U R C H 
P L A N T E R S 

I N  VA R I O U S 
S TAG E S  O F 

D E V E L O P M E N T !

1010

C H U R C H 
P L A N T 

C OAC H E S 
J O U R N E Y 

W I T H  C H U R C H 
P L A N T E R S

33
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how CBOQ  cultivated leaders

P L A N T I N G  N E W C H U R C H E SP L A N T I N G  N E W C H U R C H E S

20



New Covenant South Asian Baptist Church, Brampton   

Vinay Masih  
 

Four churches working together in Brampton (First Baptist Church, Brampton Chinese 
Baptist Church, Heart Lake Baptist Church and Central Park Baptist Church) put on hold 
the launch of the new church due to COVID-19. Nevertheless, they continue to discuss the 
appropriate time to begin services. 

Immanuel City Church, Cambridge  

Roberto Ascencio  
 

“In January of every year we lay out a theme in which we will do 
ministry around and this year it was Better Together! Who would 
have known that COVID-19 would have made that a reality? 
Although we miss being able to meet in person, the roots in our 
church community have grown deeper as we all go through  
this season.”

Milton Missionary Baptist Church, Milton & Oakville  

Warren Gao  
 

“We continued all gatherings by virtual through online service. Both Milton 
Missionary Baptist Church and the planted Oakville church started in-person 
Sunday worship in July. At the same time, we have kept online live services 
for those who cannot attend in-person. We have had two baptisms in the 
Oakville planted church—a total of 13 people were baptized in this year.  
We set up one more cell group in Mississauga and we are planning for future 
church planting in this area.”

Stouffville Grace Baptist Church    

Karen Lam   
 

“We also baptized three congregants in someone’s backyard swimming pool in August. In the 
middle of September, we resumed in-person worship with live streaming at the same time.”

Change Community Church, Scarborough 

Eric Hart & Brian Yu    
 

“After a difficult period, we have been able to establish a core team of people who are fully committed to seeing 
our church grow in Christ and become missionary disciples.”      
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how CBOQ  cultivated leaders

Immanuel Iranian Baptist, Toronto & Montreal  

Saeed Pakinat 
 

This new Iranian church baptised over 100 new believers this year in Toronto and has recently 
planted a new congregation in Montreal. We’ll be sharing more of Saeed’s story soon!

Community of Christ’s Disciples, Toronto   

Johnny Dalisay 
 

“Because of the lockdown due to the pandemic, all of our six house churches 
had to meet online using the Zoom app. By the grace of God, we were able to 
mentor seven members of our core leadership team using “The Way: Abide in 
Christ” materials from Church Renewal (from April 12 to July 19).  
We give all praise and honor to God for establishing and strengthening our  
six house churches, in spite of the changes in the way we met for our regular 
worship.” 

Burlington Missionary Baptist Church  

Eastern Mission, Oakville  

Xi Chen 

“We continued to reach the unsaved Chinese community  
in the East Burlington, Oakville and Milton Regions. Our  
prayer is to develop ways of discipleship and equipping  
for evangelism.” 

Bethanias Baptist Church, Markham  

Kason Ho  

“Church planting in the midst of COVID-19 is not easy. But praise be to God that 
he is faithful and has met all our needs! Our ministry has expanded via the online 
platform. We have been able to minister to believers around the world!”  

Logos Baptist Church Mississauga, Oakville    

Edwin Wang   

“It is a special year for church planting in the COVID-19 pandemic, but God our Lord has grace. A good number 
of people put their faith in Jesus Christ for the first time and also many brothers and sisters have renewed their 
faith at this time. We have seen an increase in the numbers attending our Bible studies.” 

22
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F O S T E R E D  PA R T N E R S H I P S 
H OW C B O Q

We don’t do anything alone. We rely on God for inspiration, on 
the Spirit working through us and on partners to accomplish the 

work of Christ in our churches and communities. We are grateful to our 
partners for the ways they’ve adapted with us to serve over the past year.

This year, CBOQ welcomed Mistissini Faith Bible Chapel into 
our family of churches—and Mistissini Faith Bible Chapel welcomed 

CBOQ. While we joyfully welcome all new churches into our midst, this 
community holds special significance. Walter McIntyre, Missional Initiatives 
Associate, who retired in 2020, has guided CBOQ’s journey to better walk 
together with Canada’s First Nations. The result of a 10-year journey of 
perseverance, grace and love, Mistissini Faith Bible Chapel is now a full 
member of the CBOQ family of churches. This church faithfully serves 
the Cree Nation in central Quebec and is already reaching out to other 
northern communities near James Bay.

The most recent conference in the Walking Together series took 
place online over several weeks. Through a partnership between 

Bilberry Creek Baptist Church and Kanata Baptist Church, Ottawa, 
and with the support and partnership of CBOQ and Canadian Baptist 
Ministries, the Walking Together conference shared opportunities for 
CBOQ churches and leaders to learn more about Canada’s First Nations 
and a better way forward. While it was originally planned as an in-person 
conference, COVID-19 meant that it had to shift to an online format. After 
some rearranging and reimagining, unexpected blessings were unearthed. 
The online format meant that the conference became accessible to people 
from across Canada. Many were able to attend and learn who would never 
have been able to travel to an in-person conference, expanding the reach of 
the conference in ways no one could have imagined. 

W E L C O M I N G  M I S T I S S I N I  
FA I T H  B I B L E  C H A P E L

WA L K I N G  T O G E T H E R

W E L C O M I N G  M I S T I S S I N I 
FA I T H  B I B L E  C H A P E L

WA L K I N G  T O G E T H E R
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Our Associations are a key part of how we function 
together as a family of churches. Given the regionalized 

nature of the pandemic, reaching out intentionally to 
our Associations remains a vital part of our ministry as 
CBOQ. As a result, we were able to provide support to 
our Association Moderators and our Association Ministry 
Committee members by gathering virtually.  
 
Camp Kwasind, along with our partner camps—Camp 
Hermosa and Camp Oneida—were all faced with empty 
cabins over the summer. The leaders of these camps 
connected to sort through how to best manage camp closures 
and plan for the years ahead. We are currently anticipating 
that camp will resume in the summer of 2021.  
 
To equip children’s ministry leaders, the annual Toronto 
Children’s Ministry Conference, a partnership with Wycliffe, 
Tyndale and the Anglican Church of Canada continued, 
training hundreds of children’s ministry leaders, ensuring that 
whether in church or at camp, the spiritual lives of the next 
generation remain at the top of CBOQ’s priorities.  
 
Over the course of 2020, CBOQ Youth networked to 
increase the impact of ministry. We partnered with Youth 
Unlimited Toronto to equip over 1200 youth and youth 
workers at the annual Today’s Teens Conference. We gave 
leadership to Transition 101 in collaboration with Power 2 
Change, InterVarsity, Ambassadors for Christ and Navigators 
and welcomed CBM to lead a workshop on missions for the 
monthly Zoom call. In an ongoing Canadian Baptist Youth 
partnership comprised of youth departments from CBWC, 
CBAC, UÉBFC and CBM, CBOQ is working towards 
hosting a national Youth Ministry Forum in the Fall of 2022.   
 
Our Finance team also found ways to support our partners 
by waiving the rent for our partner organizations within 
the CBOQ office building to support their ministry and 
encourage what God is doing through them. 

WO R K I N G  T O G E T H E RWO R K I N G  T O G E T H E R

YO U T H  +  YO U T H 
WO R K E R S  AT 

T O DAY ’ S  T E E N S 
C O N F E R E N C E

1200+1200+
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how CBOQ  fostered partnerships

Prayer is important to our family of churches.  
Over the past year, every CBOQ church was linked with 

a sister church for prayer as a way to edify and strengthen this 
family by approaching the throne of God on one another’s 
behalf. When we launched this initiative, we had no idea how 
challenging the year ahead would be, nor how critical your 
prayers for one another would become. We’re grateful to  
each of you for your prayers for one another and we 
encourage you to continue praying for your new sister church, 
that God would guide and direct them as we continue to face 
challenges together.  
 
Not only are you, our churches, praying for each other, but 
throughout the pandemic, we gathered with pastors for an 
online prayer time, praying for one another’s churches and 
ministries. We serve a dedicated and faithful group of leaders, 
and this time or prayer has brought us closer together. 

Bethanias Baptist Church, Markham

Burlington Missionary Baptist Church

Greenhills Christian Fellowship-Durham

Mistissini Faith Bible Chapel, Quebec

P R AY I N G  T O G E T H E RP R AY I N G  T O G E T H E R

W E L C O M E  N E W 
C B O Q  C H U R C H E S
W E L C O M E  N E W 
C B O Q  C H U R C H E S
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““

One of our great privileges is in getting to know the talents 
and gifts of our leaders. When we hear of a need, it’s always 

exciting to be able to match gifted leaders with ministry opportunities. 
When Catherine Chan, a Pastor at North Toronto Chinese Baptist 
Church approached Tanya Yuen, CBOQ Children and Family 
Ministries Associate, about the right person to conduct a virtual 
art camp, Tanya was able to connect her with Tina Rae, Pastor at 
Westview Baptist Church, London. The connection made, Catherine 
and Tina created an artistic opportunity.

Back in May, I contacted Tina and shared with her that we were 

looking for an artist to teach our summer campers to do some 

painting. Afterward, Tina shared some of her masterpieces 

and ideas as well as how the masterpieces could relate to our 

biblical teaching. 

Our team prepared the materials including the canvas, paints, 

and paintbrushes for the families and asked them to pick them 

one week before the event. 

On the painting day, we played the pre-recorded video from 

Tina. We broke down the video into 5-10 minute steps and 

gave the families time to catch up and ask questions. We were 

able to do “the heart with dots (pointillism),” which was simple 

enough for even the youngest campers to be able to follow the 

instructions. At the end of her video, Tina used the masterpiece 

and shared 10 minutes of her biblical message. 

The family virtual painting was one of the highlights of the 

activities last summer as it allowed parents to create a family 

project together in their households, not to mention that the 

materials were easy to find in any household.

– Catherine Chan, Pastor of Children’s Ministries
North Toronto Chinese Baptist Church

As we continue to find ways to help our churches work together, we are 
excited to see what God will do!
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S T R E N G T H E N E D  R E L AT I O N S H I P S 
A N D  I D E N T I T Y

H OW C B O Q

The ultimate measure of a man is 
not where he stands in moments 
of convenience and comfort, 
but where he stands at times of 
challenge and controversy. 

—Martin Luther King Jr.,  

Strength to Love, 1963.

““

These are trying and controversial days. In our world, 
our nation and in our family of churches, we have had 

to pivot, change, adapt, manage and make do. CBOQ has 
walked alongside our family during moments of concern 
and crisis. We’ve had our struggles this year as well as we’ve 
wrestled with how to be a family of churches in moments of 
contention, but  we persevere, trusting that God will guide 
and lead  us forward.

As part of our Fall Ministry Package, we launched 
   a resource called Now What/What Now, a tool 

that uses our Baptist Distinctives to help make sense of 
the impact of COVID and determine ways forward for 
congregations that are rooted in Christ and our Baptist 
identity.  
 
In 2020, the CBOQ Board completed Listening Sessions 
(Phase 4) of the CBOQ Identity and Beliefs Process 
of Discernment. From January to March the CBOQ 
Board hosted six listening sessions with over 40% of 
churches participating. We heard overwhelmingly from 
our churches a desire to be faithful to God and God’s 
Word and a renewal of commitment to work together. 
Our churches asked there be further convening, 
equipping and dialogue about how to do ministry with 
LGBTQ+ people and allies. We also heard a request 
for further clarification around some issues involving 
Church Membership and CBOQ polity. A report 
Feedback Shared (Phase 5) was distributed in the fall 
and presented at Assembly 2020. The CBOQ Board 
is working on a Response (Phase 6) which includes 
developing actions deemed necessary.

R E M E M B E R I N G  
W H O  W E  A R E
R E M E M B E R I N G  
W H O  W E  A R E

FOR MINISTRY  

LEADERS

• Pastors’ Update
• CBOQ Youth eUpdate
• Children and Family 

eUpdate
• The Next Chapter

FOR BOARDS, DEACONS, 

TREASURERS & CLERKS

• Out of Operations

FOR OUR FAMILY  

OF CHURCHES

• The Canadian Baptist
• Top 10 Articles  

for Parents
• Remembering and 

Celebrating

K E E P I N G  YO U  
I N  T H E  L O O P
K E E P I N G  YO U  
I N  T H E  L O O P
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When we began planning for CBOQ Assembly 2020, 
we expected to gather in Mississauga. When the 

CBOQ Board was clear that it would no longer be possible 
because of the pandemic, they called for a Special Meeting 
to allow for an entirely online Assembly. With the support of 
our churches and the CBOQ Board, we were able to move 
CBOQ Assembly online. While it was unlike any Assembly 
we’ve previously held, there were some benefits to the online 
format. At times, geography and finances have limited the 
number of churches that could attend. We are excited that 
this online Assembly made it possible for more churches to 
be a part of our family gathering. We missed the opportunity 
to interact in-person and worship our great God together, 
and we wished we could talk face-to-face about the things 
weighing on our hearts, but we remained able to make 
difficult decisions as a body.  
 
Some of those difficult decisions involved responding to 
motions raised by three churches with regards to CBOQ’s 
response to the LGBTQ+ community. While there were, at 
times, moments of contention and debate, CBOQ has not 
changed its positions or policies since they were determined 
by CBOQ Assembly 2003. We are confident that the 
ongoing work of the CBOQ Identity and Beliefs Process of 
Discernment will continue to assist us in deciphering how to 
faithfully respond to the call of Jesus to love God and love one 
another in the days ahead.  
 
We eagerly anticipate the next time we can gather in person to 
move forward, in the will of our Heavenly Father, together.   

C B O Q  
AS S E M B LY 2 0 2 0
C B O Q 
AS S E M B LY 2 0 2 0

Your CBOQ Board and staff team 

pray for you, care for you and are 

privileged to serve alongside you. 

In one of the hardest years of 

our history, we remain confident 

that God has a purpose and a 

calling for this family of churches, 

transformed by Christ, revealing 

God’s kingdom… together. 

““

To ensure that we are providing you with the 
information and inspiration you require, CBOQ 

has continued to develop its eNews options. We share 
regular eNewsletters keeping you informed, equipped 
and encouraged, whatever your role is in your church. 

We’ve reached out to our ministry leaders through Zoom 
calls like, “I Wonder…”—calls for children’s pastors that 
create networking and learning opportunities.  
 
We’ve prayed for you, our churches and leaders, on 
Wednesday mornings, asked you how we can pray and 
reached out to your youth leaders. We’ve been blessed by 
your ministries and we have been privileged to have your 
church in our family.

S TAY I N G  
I N  T O U C H
S TAY I N G 
I N  T O U C H
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N U M B E R S  AT-A- G L A N C E
C B O Q  Y T D  2 0 2 0

O P E R AT I N G 
F U N D  

R E V E N U E

Church  
Contributions50%

Events9%

Other 
Donations3%

Government 
Subsidy22%

Foundation10%

Camp  
Kwasind6%

Church  
Grants

Benefit 
Subsidies

Church Life 
& Leadership

Administrative/ 
Organizational  
support 

Communications 
& Member Care,  
CBOQ Assembly

Partners

11%

4%

16%

25%

12%

8%

Next Generation 
Ministries

16%Camp  
Kwasind8%

O P E R AT I N G 
F U N D  

E X P E N S E S
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GIVING AS A CHURCH

It is only through the contributions of our 
family of churches that we can fulfill our 
mission to equip our churches and leaders.  
We ask that churches include CBOQ as a 
budget line each year and consider the level 
of giving God is calling your church to give. 
Through your church’s financial partnership, 
we provide care, resources and assistance to 
your fellow Canadian Baptist congregations. 
 
GIVING AS AN INDIVIDUAL

In addition to the financial partnership of our 
churches, CBOQ relies on the faithful giving 
of individuals who believe in the vision and 
mission of CBOQ and give over and above 
their regular giving. With your support, we can 
resource our churches well for the sake of the 
Kingdom.

For more information on giving to CBOQ,  
go to baptist.ca/give.

G I V I N G 
T O  C B O Q
G I V I N G 
T O  C B O Q
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5 International Blvd. 

Etobicoke, ON 

M9W 6H3 

416-622-8600 

baptist.ca 

@CBOQ


