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INTRODUCTION
10O THE STUDY

elcome to this study on whole-life generosity!

Over the next five weeks you will be invited
into the joy of giving from a place of trust, surrender
and peace. So much of our lives can be characterized
by anxiety, fear and a sense of scarcity. Most of the
time we are so busy giving all of ourselves to every-
one that we don’t stop to examine where these feel-
ings are coming from. What drives our giving? What
cultivates generosity that flows from freedom and
joy? Take this opportunity to journey from Genesis
to Revelation with friends, wrestle with new ideas,
and begin practices that cultivate deep-down abun-
dance and joy-filled giving.

Generosity leads us down a good and life-giving path.
It begins with trusting that God is our generous host.
Once we begin to trust: Relationships deepen with
God and others, gratitude clears the way to focus on
the right thing and surrender ends the fight to hold
on to everything. Finally we are free to joyfully release
ourselves to God’s purpose and extend God’s bless-
ing to the world.

In a culture that often makes us feel like we are giving
to everyone and everything beyond our capacity, may
this study bring you peace, freedom and a new way to
give.



HOW TO LEAD THIS STUDY

hank you for choosing to lead your small group

through this study! Our prayer is that it will be
transformative for you as you offer your time so
generously.

In order to prepare for the week ahead set aside
some time to go through the study for that week.
Read through the Scripture texts carefully and invite
the Spirit to speak to you. What do you notice? What
questions come to your mind? Take some time to
pray and/or journal some of the things that stood
out to you. Take a moment to pray for each member
of your group by name, asking the Spirit to guide you
as you pray, and to guide them during your gathering
this week.




STUDY COMPONENTS

You will find the following sections in each study:

Video: This is the video that may have been shown in church
last Sunday. If you are set up with a TV or laptop, it might be
helpfultowatchagainasanintro toyourstudy. Thisisnotessen-
tial though - it’s up to you. Each video is justa few minutes long,

Study text: These are the Bible verses you will read
and study together during your group discussion.
There will be instructions for when to read each por-
tion of the Scripture in the Group Discussion section.

Catching Up: This section will include a
prompt to start the small group off and get peo-
ple talking. Keep it brief. 2-3 minutes per person.

Introduction: Once you’ve had a chance to catch up, have
someone read the introduction to this week’s study out loud.

Group Discussion: These questions will form the bulk
of your time together. Remember that as the leader
you don’t have to have all the answers - or any answers!
You are there as a guide to keep the discussion mov-
ing, ensure everyone has a chance to participate, and
re-direct the group if they go in an unhelpful direction.

Leader’s Note: These are notes to help you prepare and
guide the conversation. You don’t have to read them out
loud to the group, but you can if it would help in the dis-
cussion. Only you have these notes in your booklet.

Wrapping Up: These questions are designed to
help the participants hear and name what God has
been speaking to them about during this gathering,

Generosity Practice for the Week Ahead: This is a
practice that will help participants cultivate generosi-
ty in their life, one step at a time. It may be helpful to
check in with your participants mid way through the week
to see how the practice is going. Remind everyone that
you’ll be discussing the experience at your next gathering,

Prayer: Close each gathering off with prayer. You can
have one person pray or leave space for anyone to pray. Re-
mind everyone to pray for one another during the week.



GROUP EXPECTATIONS

Take a couple minutes during the first study to go through the group expectations together.

We want everyone in this group to feel safe and
comfortable sharing and learning together. Cultivate
this atmosphere by listening well to one another and
keeping everything that is shared confidential.

Be willing to participate in the group discussion.
There is no ‘right” answer that you have to find
somewhere in the text. Approach each passage with
genuine curiosity, wonder and critical thinking skills.
If you disagree—that’s okay! If you have another
in-sight, share it. Honest discussion is what makes a
study like this rich and valuable.

As much as possible, keep the scripture itself at the
centre of your comments and discussions. What do
you see in the words themselves that is interesting?
How does it reflect on life? What are the feelings,
impressions and thoughts that come to mind as you
hear it being read? Staying focussed on the text, as
opposed to outside sources of information, helps
everyone engage equally.

Are you doing all the talking? None of the talking?
Be self-aware in order to keep the conversation
engaging and helpful. Everyone has something to
contribute!

Commit to doing the generosity practices each week
and being willing to share about your experience.
Obur faith is not just an intellectual pursuit. It is a
practice we cultivate together.




WEEK ONE: THE GENEROUS HOST

Catching Up: Take a few minutes to have everyone introduce themselves and what brought them to this group.
Video: Bible Project: Generosity

Study Texts: Genesis 2:4-15, 3:1-7, John 2:1-12

Introduction:

Creation is an expression of God’s generous love. He is the host and we are the lucky guests. We don’t have to wor-
ry about whether or not there will be enough because God has abundantly provided for our needs.

Even though we know this is true, it doesn’t always seem true. Most of the time it doesn’t feel like there is enough
of anything - time, money, kindness, clean air. Anxiety characterizes much of our life and poverty is a reality for
many people in the world. So, how do we live authentically in this tension?

The story we find in Scripture tells us that our scarcity problem began in the garden with Adam and Eve. The
serpent convinces them that God is not really a good and generous host and that they must take matters into their
own hands - which they do. This gives birth to generations that cultivate inequality, jealousy, and injustice. The rest
of scripture can be read as God’s answer to this human condition of distrust and greed. Over the next five weeks
you are invited to wrestle with the idea of God as a generous host, challenge the worldview you hold and be shaped
by the very words and ideas that shaped Jesus. What would our lives look like if deep down we believed that there is
more than enough for everyone - including us.

Group Discussion:
THE GENEROUS HOST

Leader’s Note:

The significance of the headwaters (Gen 2:10-14): According to these verses the Garden of Eden was situated at the
headwaters (or source) of the four most important rivers of the ancient near east. Headwaters have long been rec-
ognized as sacred places because they are a source of life and flourishing, In the middle east the gods always lived
at headwaters because the gods were the givers of life. So ancient kings, as the representatives of these gods would
build their gorgeous palaces and vast adjoining gardens near headwaters. Everything the land needed for growth
and food and life flowed straight from the gods, through the King’s garden and out into the world. Here God is de-
picted as the most powerful ancient God and King who lives at the headwaters that nourish the entire earth. These
verses are brimming with a sense of abundance and life. The Creation story tells us that everything humanity and
creation needs to live and flourish on earth is already present and flows straight from God, the ultimate source of
life.

Read Genesis 2:4-15 together.
What are your first observations? Any surprises?

In what way does this passage support or negate the idea of God as a generous host?
In what ways have you experienced this to be true about God?




IS GOD REALLY A GENEROUS HOST? THE LIE OF SCARCITY

Leader’s Note:

The Fall as distrust in the generous host: One way to understand Adam and Eve’s sin in eating the forbidden fruit is to see
it as a lack of trust in their generous host. From the moment they took matters of provision into their own hands
the whole system seems to unravel. Competition, struggle and violence enters the scene with Cain and Abel and
grows exponentially from generation to generation. Lamech (Gen. 4:19-24) epitomizes the evil that grows out of
this distrust. He treats women like property, murders those who are more vulnerable than him and boasts in war. In
our world today, whether we have a lot or a little, we all still struggle with the lie of scarcity. This is the lie that says
“Maybe God is holding out on you. Maybe he isn’t such a generous host after all. Maybe you need to take care of
you and your own first.”

Read Genesis 3:1-7 together.

e The serpent introduces the idea that God might not be so generous after all. Why do you think this tactic
worked on Eve?

* In what ways do you see this lie being worked out today?

* How have you struggled with the lie that there might not actually be “enough” - whether that’s time, money,
love etc.?

JOHN 2:1-12—THE GENEROUS HOST REAPPEARS

Leader’s Note:

The significance of the wine: In the Old Testament wine is a symbol of God’s blessing, abundance and generosity. Wine
was not just a luxury like it is today, it was also a key part of everyday life. Wine was used as medicine, as an import-
ant part of celebrations and even an important part of worship. When the prophets spoke about God coming to

restore the world they said that an abundance of good wine would be one of the symbols or signs of this new age
(check out Isaiah 25:6-8).

Read John 2:1-12 together.
Choose one of the characters in the story and put yourself in their shoes. Have someone read the scripture again
and as they do, imagine yourself in it. What do you see? What do you hear? What is going through your mind? What

do you feel? Take turns sharing your observations with the group.

Take a moment and reflect on the idea of Jesus as a generous host. What does this mean to you? How does this
relate to your struggle with scarcity?

Wrapping up
e What is your one take-away from this discussion? Or, what do you sense God saying to you?

¢  What is one question you will continue to ponder or idea you will continue to wrestle with?
* How do you sense God calling you to respond this week?




Generosity Practice for the Week Ahead:

Henri Nouwen writes “Oh, if we could sit
for just one half hour a day doing nothing
except taking a simple word or phrase from
the Bible and holding it in our heart and
mind. “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall
not want” (Psalm 23:1 NRSV). Say it three
times. We know it’s not true, because we
want many things. That is exactly why we’re
so nervous. But if we keep saying the truth,
the real truth - “The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want” — and let that truth
descend from our minds into our hearts,
gradually those words will be written on
the walls of our inner holy place.” (Henri
Nouwen in A Spirituality for Living). Practice
this breath prayer every morning and every
evening this week. Sit quietly on the edge
of your bed. Shut your eyes and take a few
deep breaths. Say the phrase, in your head
or out loud, pausing to take note of the
thoughts that rush into your mind when
you’ve said it. Imaging gathering all of those
thoughts and gently offering them to God.
Then repeat the phrase. Do this 3-5 times
each morning and evening. Be prepared to
share how it went next week.

Prayer



WEEK TWO: RELATIONSHIP

Catching up: How did last week’s breath prayer practice go?
Video: Relationship

Study Texts: Genesis 12-13:2 and Matt 4:1-11
Introduction:

God’s solution to humanity’s struggle with scarcity was to give God’s self. This is the greatest act of generosity! God
comes to the struggling world first through Israel and then through Jesus and now, because of Jesus, through the
Spirit-empowered church. Generosity begins in relationship with our generous God who made us in God’s image.

Unfortunately our relationship with God was wounded. We struggle to trust that God is fully on our side. So instead
of trusting, receiving and giving, we take and boast which leads to heartache and suffering,

The beauty in all of this is that God works in the midst of our pain to bring transformation and life and to gently
show us that God alone is trustworthy. All is a gift. When we suffer from the scarcity induced by our broken sys-
tems, by evil and by our own sin, God continues to offer us God’s self as a gift to bring us back into abundance.
God does this to the extent of coming to live with us in the very midst of our scarcity.

Group Discussion:

GOD OFFERS TO BLESS THE WORLD BY BLESSING ABRAM

Leader’s Note: Blessing is the central theme of God’s first words to Abram in chapter 12. In fact blessing has been
a central theme in the first 11 chapters of Genesis as well. Almost as soon as God begins to create, God begins to
bless. Blessing in Genesis is about much more than spiritual realities. It is grounded and earthy. Scholar Chris Wright
says “Blessing...at the beginning of our Bible, is constituted by fruitfulness, abundance and fullness on the one
hand, and by enjoying rest within creation in holy and harmonious relationship with our Creator God on the other.”
In Chapter 12 we are reminded that blessing is deeply set within relationship. God blesses humans so that humans
can in turn bless other humans and bring glory to God. This is God’s answer to human fear and scarcity. Abram’s
invitation into deeper relationship with God also invites him into a renewed relationship with the land, with family,
with other nations and with the economic systems of his day (Chris J. H. Wright in The Mission of God’s People: A
Biblical Theology of the Church’s Mission)

Read Genesis 12:1-9

¢ What does this story tell us about God?
e What does this story tell us about Abram?
e Abram and Sarai go to Egypt

Leader’s Note: Abram stalls—In Gen. 12:10-13:1 things begin to go in a different direction, or rather, no direction.
The story begins when Abram “went down” to Egypt and ends when he “went up” from Egypt. The fact that we
do not hear Abram asking God for help or hear God giving Abram guidance in this story signals a deterioration in




their relationship. The famine was severe. Abram was afraid. He took matters into his own hands. As a result his
family and this foreign nation experience the curse rather than the blessing. Nevertheless, despite things looking
very bleak for a while, God intervenes. Egypt is set free from the curse and Abram and Sarai leave with great wealth.
The advancement of the blessing depends on a gracious and generous God, for whom there are no obstacles. God
shows Abram that he is trustworthy in the midst of hardship both outside of Abram’s control and of his own mak-

ing.
Read Genesis 12:10-20

* Do you think Abram was justified in heading to Egypt? Explain why or why not. What would you have done?
e What does this part of the story tell us about God?
e What does this part of the story tell us about being human?

Jesus shows us how to trust God in the wilderness

Leader’s Note: Practicing Famine—Trust is hard, especially in times of genuine need and suffering. Abram struggled
with it and so did the nation that came from him. When Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to fast for 40 days
he was re-enacting his ancestors’ difficult days of living in barren places where food and water is scarce. By fasting
Jesus was practicing trust. Through this retreat of silence and no food Jesus was exercising the muscles he’d need

to trust God when life threw its most difficult and scary challenges his way. In his life Jesus would be part of many
great feasts and parties. He would know God’s abundance and see Abram’s blessing advance as people were healed
and those from other nations were drawn in. But Jesus would also experience poverty, great loss, violence and be-
trayal. God’s blessing does not guarantee us an easy ride of wealth and power in this life, but it does guarantee us a
sense of abundance and safety that nothing or no one in heaven or on earth can take away.

Read Matt 4:1-11

¢ What do you think fasting for 40 days in the Judean wilderness would be like?
*  How do Jesus’ temptations compare to Abram’s temptations in the wilderness and in Egypt?
¢ Describe what stands out to you about Jesus’ response.

Wrapping up
e What is your one take-away from this discussion? Or, what do you sense God saying to you?

¢ What is one question you will continue to ponder or idea you will continue to wrestle with?
* How do you sense God calling you to respond this week?




Generosity Practice for the Week Ahead:

Fasting—TFasting is a spiritual discipline Christians are
called to practice on a regular basis. We don’t fast to
beat ourselves up or be better people. We fast to prac-
tice trusting in God. As we release our grip on the
things or practices we have come to rely on for our
sense of wellbeing, we face our great fear of scar-
city. We feel the gnawing hunger. We are tempted to
take matters into our own hands. We also identify with
those who face scarcity without choice and we reach
towards God’s promise. Without fail God enters the
space that fasting opens up in us. Our generosity
grows as we deepen our relationship and trust in our
generous provider. Choose something to give up this
week. It might be a meal, it might be meat, it might be
Netflix. Take the time you would normally spend on
that thing and devote it to a time of prayer and quiet
reflection. It might be helpful to journal your observa-
tions—how you feel, what you are thinking, what you
hear God speaking to you. Come prepared to share
some of these things next week.

Prayer




WEEK THREE: GRATITUDE

Catching Up: How did last week’s fasting practice go?
Video: Gratitude

Study Text: Luke 1:46-56

Introduction:

Gratitude defeats the lie of scarcity by re-shaping the way we see things. Gratitude acknowledges that God is the
loving giver and we are the beloved recipients. It focuses on the “enough” and opens our eyes to the abundance of
the in-breaking Kingdom.

The problem is that we tend to take credit for the good stuff in our lives. The flip side of this is that we believe that
our security and wellbeing depend entirely on us. This leads us to take, hoard and control rather than give, distribute
and release.

Nevertheless, it is often in the midst of our perceived scarcity, our stress and even our poverty that God demon-
strates generosity to us. This may come in the form of provision and it may come in the form of an invitation to
participate in what God is doing, As we learn to acknowledge these gifts and say “Thank you” we begin to cultivate
a spirit of gratitude that leads to abundance and generosity.

Group Discussion:
MARY’S SONG OF GRATITUDE AND PRAISE

Leader’s Note: .4 Familiar Song - Mary’s words reflect the powerful words of Miriam after the Exodus (Ex 15:1-18,
21), of Deborah during war (Jdg 5:1-31), and of Hannah at the beginning of the King David story (1 Sam 2:1-10).
Each song introduces a new phase of Israel’s history but is told through the lens of a woman’s life and struggle.
Each song follows a similar format and contains similar themes and phrases. The songs became part of Israel’s reg-
ular worship and it is likely that Mary would have grown up singing and praying them.

Leader’s Note: Marys Context - Mary would be considered a vulnerable woman by our standards today. She lived in
a context where women could be killed or exiled (by law) for pregnancy outside of wedlock. She also lived in a poor
village under oppressive Roman occupation during a time of widespread poverty and hunger.

Read Luke 1:46-56

e What does this passage tell us about Mary?

e What are some of the main themes you hear?

¢ Compare and contrast this song of praise to the songs of praise we sing in church today. Where are there simi-
larities? Differences?

e What does Mary’s life and song teach us about generosity?




Many of the phrases in Mary’s song are borrowed from other women’s songs in the Hebrew Scriptures such as Han-
nah’s song in 1 Samuel 2:10. This suggests that Mary knew these songs of gratitude and praise by heart. Tell us a
story about a time some-thing from the past popped into your head at just the right time to encourage and strength-
en you.

*  Have you ever memorized scripture or intentionally practiced gratitude? Tell us about that experience.
Wrapping up

*  What is your one take-away from this discussion? Or, What do you sense God saying to you?
*  What is one question you will continue to ponder or idea you will continue to wrestle with?
*  How do you sense God calling you to respond this week?

Generosity Practice for the Week Ahead:

Practicing gratitude over and over—Studies have shown that practicing gratitude on a daily basis can actually re-wire

our brains for greater resilience, health and joy. Mary’s song suggests to us that she regulatly practiced gratitude as
she meditated on the goodness of God. There are many ways that we too can practice gratitude: Journalling, nam-
ing five things we’re grateful for before bed, praying before meals, or hikes, or concerts, or other experiences that
demonstrate God’s goodness to us. Or, like Mary, we can memorize parts of scripture or songs of praise and repeat
them as prayers throughout our day. Choose one (or all!) of these ideas and intentionally practice being thankful this
week. Come prepared to share what that was like for you when we meet again next week.

Prayer




WEEK FOUR: SURRENDER AND TRUST

Catching Up: How did your gratitude practice go last week?
Video: Surrender and Trust

Study Texts: Matthew 6:25-34, Romans 8:31-39
Introduction:

Jesus teaches us that we can surrender and trust ourselves to God because God knows what we need and will pro-
vide more than enough for us. He points to things in creation, like the birds and the flowers, to show that we do not
have to worry.

And yet, we worry. It is difficult to trust Jesus’ teaching in a world marked by environmental degradation and pover-
ty. It can also be hard to trust Jesus when our own lives feel so overwhelming, It is hard to trust Jesus” words when
God has disappointed us while blessing others.

Jesus’ life itself speaks to our struggle. Jesus lived in a context of poverty, oppression and great inequality yet his
worldview was shaped by the Hebrew Scriptures and his deep relationship with the Father. What seems like naiveté
or foolishness was actually the powerful truth at the core of the gospel: that not even poverty, betrayal and death

- the scarcity we fear most of all - can separate us from the abundance of life that God offers us. Where evil and
greed destroy, love always resurrects.

Group Discussion: Do Not Worry

Leader’s Note: The Audience—]Jesus is not speaking to the rich and powerful. He is talking to the crowds who were
often poor and hungry. They were preoccupied with basic human needs of food, drink, and clothes. They were also
those who lived under the powerful and often corrupt leadership of Rome and wealthy Jewish kings like Herod. For
Jesus to say, “do not worry” to this particular community of the hungry, poor, and thirsty is quite remarkable.

Leader’s Note: Good News—At first glance this passage contains some of Jesus” most challenging teaching, It is
challenging if you are facing real scarcity and struggle and it is challenging if you find yourself in a position of
abundance and power with lots to lose. But there is good news! Preacher Darrell Johnson translates the sermon on
the mount phrase “blessed are those” as “You lucky bums!” Jesus isn’t calling us to be superhuman in this passage.
Jesus is describing what it feels like to be a member of his in-breaking Kingdom. Kingdom residents are not char-
acterized by worry. They are people of courage and peace. As we follow Jesus into this Kingdom reality with imper-
fect and often fearful steps we find the Spirit transforming our anxiety into peace and our fear into trust.

Read Matt 6:25-34

e Paraphrase this passage in your own words. What is Jesus saying?
¢ What does this passage tell us about who God is?

¢ What does this passage tell us about people?

* How did Jesus model this teaching in his own life?




“Seek first the Kingdom™ can also be described as being preoccupied with the Kingdom. What do you think this
looks like?

¢ What does this have to do with generosity?

Read Romans 8:31-38

* In what ways do these verses speak to the discussion that we’ve been having?
Wrapping up

e What is your one take-away from this discussion? Or, what do you sense God saying to you?
¢ What is one question you will continue to ponder or idea you will continue to wrestle with?
*  How do you sense God calling you to respond this week?

Generosity Practice for the Week Ahead:

Throughout the last few weeks we have been working on deepening our relationship with God, building trust and
fighting the lie of scarcity. All of these practices allow the Spirit to transform us into a people characterized by
peace and generosity rather than worry and fear. This week’s practice invites us to be preoccupied with God’s King-
dom. One of the best ways to do this is by joining in the work that God is doing to bring his Kingdom to earth. As
an individual, couple or family take some time this week to learn more about one of the organizations that you give
to. This might be a charity, your church or a missionary. Set aside time to read their newsletter or stories on their
website. Next take some time to pray for them. Finally, write an encouraging note or an email letting them know
why you give to them and how you have just prayed. Consider including a gift that goes above and beyond your reg-
ular donation with this note. If you do not currently practice giving in this way, ask God how he is inviting you to
seek first the Kingdom. Maybe the invitation is to give away some of your money. Or maybe it is to give something
else—like friendship, compassion or time. All of us are invited to participate in Jesus’ Kingdom. Come prepared to
share about this experience of “Seeking first the Kingdom” with the group next week.

Prayer




WEEK FIVE: BLESSING

Catching Up: How did your ‘Seek first the Kingdom” practice go last week?
Video: Blessing
Study Texts: Revelation 19:1-9; 21:1-4, 22-27, 22:1-5 and 2 Corinthians 8:1-7

Introduction:

In order to show everyone that there truly is enough God continues to offer himself to the world through his peo-
ple. That’s us! As we enter into a deeper relationship of trust with God, as we practice gratitude and as we allow our
worldview to be shaped by Jesus we collectively show the world what a good and generous host God is. The Spirit
empowers us to live such whole, abundant and generous lives that everyone in the world will be clamouring to get in
on this Kingdom party. Through us, the church, this will continue until absolutely everyone is around the table.

Of course, it doesn’t always look like this is happening. Even if we follow Jesus with counter-cultural surrender our
lives don’t always appear attractive to the world.

Jesus taught that the Kingdom of God often looks unremarkable. It looks like a tiny mustard seed, or like some
yeast in a batch of dough. It tends to flip the way we think about things upside-down. To the world it looks like
absolute foolishness, but to those hungry for life who get a little taste, it all begins to make sense. The church is not
the Kingdom of God, but we offer glimpses and tastes of the in-breaking Kingdom as we are drawn closer to God
and partner with the Spirit. Though it may not always look like it, a revolution of blessing is quietly growing as we
await Christ’s return - and nothing can stop it from overtaking the whole world.

Group Discussion: The Party We’re Looking Forward To

Leader’s Note: The Marriage Supper of the Lamb - The great Christian hope for renewal, resurrection and peace is
depicted by the apostle John as an extravagant wedding feast in the book of Revelation, chapters 19-22. It contrasts
with chapter 18 which describes all that has gone wrong with the world through the metaphor of greedy and cor-
rupt Babylon. As Babylon falls, chapter 19 opens with a crowd roaring and singing in celebration. This is a party!
Read Revelation 19:1-9

This scene describes the beginning of a great party - the greatest party the universe has ever experienced. Describe
one of the best celebrations you’ve ever experienced. It doesn’t have to be a party - it could be a sports event, or a
concert or something else. What made it so amazing?

What seems to be making the party in Revelation 19 so amazing?

Read Revelation 21:1-4, 22-27 and 22:1-5.




Leader’s Note: Eden Restored—Revelation 22 depicts a glorious city situated at the source of a life-giving river. We
are immediately reminded that the garden of Eden was situated at a river’s source too (Gen 2:10)! The garden has
been restored! Except that now it has become a city and the site of a great international party. In the midst of it all
is the tree of life. The curse is lifted. The blessing now spreads across the earth. There is peace, healing, abundance
and joy. This time everyone knows that there is enough for all. And the best part of all? God is there! With every-
one! Together the whole earth celebrates our great and generous host. (Johnson, p. 369-379)

*  Remember God’s promise to Abraham (Gen 12:2-3)? The Bible presents the realization of that blessing in these
verses we just read. Describe some of the aspects of blessing that you see in this passage. Who is being blessed?
How are they being blessed?

* Revelation 22:1-5 describes the restoration of Eden and the place where we will all eventually live. What is simi-
lar about this renewed Eden? What is different?

e After reading these passages, how would you describe the Christian hope for the future in a nutshell? What are
we looking forward to?

THE PARTY HAS ALREADY STARTED

Jesus taught his followers that with his arrival, the great party at the end of time was already getting started and they
were invited to co-host it with him. Co-hosting this party looked like being a servant (hosts serve their guests!) and
being willing to give their lives with joy and generosity for the benefit of the world. After all, this is a global party.
Read 2 Cor. 8:1-7 (the apostle Paul’s letter to his Corinthian friends) with this idea in mind.

* In what ways are the Macedonians being an example of generous party co-hosts?

e We learn in 8:2 that the Macedonians are facing some hard times. What enables the Macedonians to act so gen-
erously?

¢ What would it look like if all the Christians in your neighbourhood saw themselves as co-hosts invited, along
with Jesus, to get the Revelation 19 party started? Or, what would it look like if all the Christians in your neigh-
bourhood prioritized demonstrating the generosity of God to their community? What kinds of things might
you see?

Wrapping up

¢ What is your one take-away from this discussion? Or, what do you sense God saying to you?

e What is one question you will continue to ponder or idea you will continue to wrestle with?

* How do you sense God calling you to respond this week?

Generosity practice for the week ahead:

Brainstorm a way you might serve your community, together with your small group, next week during this time. To-

gether with your group leader, make a plan. Be sure to debrief after you gather to discuss what you experienced an
th th lead ke a plan. B to debrief aft ther to d hat d and

what you’ve learned about whole life generosity over the past five weeks.

Prayer
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